
Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee – 27 September 2019
Requests for information 

49. a)50. Public Health Did ‘vaping’ count as quitting smoking? 
What follow-up action was taken when 
pregnant smokers failed to quit smoking?

If women are vaping then we do count this as a quit.  A Vaporiser (Vape) 
is a Nicotine dispenser and as such is classed the same as any other 
Nicotine containing product e.g. patches.  A successful quit is someone 
who is tobacco free, not necessarily Nicotine free for 4 weeks.  There is 
no evidence to date that Nicotine is harmful to unborn babies and NICE 
guidance does permit Nicotine containing products to be provided to 
pregnant women.  The Healthy Lifestyles Service will provide NRT 
products to pregnant women but currently this does not include 
vaporisers as there is not a licenced product available.  We will still 
provide behavioural support to women if they use vaping as their chosen 
method to quit.

Women can come back into the service at any time.  We are working with 
the maternity system to introduce CO testing at every appointment (which 
does not routinely happen at the moment).  This then gives the Midwife 
another opportunity to raise the issue of smoking and to make a referral.  
We are also working with the Neonatal team so that women (and their 
partners) are offered support after the birth so that babies can go home to 
a smoke-free environment.  Health Visitors, GP’s and any healthcare 
professional can refer women into the service if women want to quit.  
Women can also self refer at anytime.

63. b) Public Health To request information on the review and 
actions being taken relating to late HIV 
diagnosis.

64.

See briefing note attached



51. c)52. Schools To find out if there was a carbon emission 
figure for schools in Gloucestershire.

53.

GCC is no longer responsible for carbon emissions from schools – this 
responsibility now sits with the Department for Education. GCC does hold 
data for those schools that are on our corporate energy contract, but not 
for those who are not, which includes a number of academy secondary 
schools. We are therefore unable to provide accurate or complete data 
for carbon emissions from all schools. 

However, Cabinet approved in December to report emissions from 
council-maintained schools in our annual emissions performance report. 
These will be shown separately to GCC’s own carbon emissions.

d) Schools To inform the Cabinet Member for 
Economy, Education and Skills and 
Director of Education of the committee’s 
concern that the Council had failed to 
consider the use of renewable energy in 
the latest school developments, notably the 
new secondary school in Cheltenham and 
the extension to Leckhampton Primary 
School.

Email sent to Cllr Patrick Molyneux, Cabinet Member for Economy, 
Education and Skills and Tim Browne, Director of Education informing 
them of members’ concerns.

e) 19. Climate 
Change

To request the Cabinet Member to attend 
the next meeting to present a short paper 
on the generation of renewable energy on 
the county estate. This should set out the 
current position and what the plans were 
for the future, including capital investment.

Climate Change Strategy to be presented to Cabinet on 20 December 
2019.  A report relating to activities on the county estate will be produced 
for a future meeting of the committee. 

f) Community 
Infrastructure

To contact the Leader of the Forest of 
Dean District Council to enquire what plans 
the Council has to introduce a Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Scheme.

Response from Cllr Tim Gwilliam on 10 October 2019:
“FoDDC have considered the introduction of CIL on a number of 
occasions and have received information in the form of a briefing last 
year. No decision has yet been made about whether to introduce a 



scheme but a viability study is now underway that will inform both the new 
local plan and provide information about the possible scope for the 
introduction of CIL. This is expected to be completed early in 2020 at 
which point the Council will be presented with the conclusions and asked 
to decide whether or not they wish to proceed to draft a CIL scheme for 
the district. Any scheme may then be linked in timetable to the new local 
plan (planned to be submitted at the end of 2022).”



Late diagnosis of HIV- update on Gloucestershire situation

Context

While Gloucestershire has a low rate of new HIV diagnoses (21 new cases in 2018), the county has now had three consecutive periods which 
show that a higher proportion of diagnoses of HIV in the county are classified as 'late' compared to the national and regional average. 67% of 
cases of HIV diagnosed in the county in the three years from 2016-2018 were ‘late’ diagnoses; compared to a regional average of 45%. 

Late diagnosis is associated with poorer health outcomes for the individual; and can mean that subsequent HIV treatment is less effective. There is 
also the risk of individuals transmitting the infection to others if their HIV status remains unknown and untreated. 

Update on actions

A multi-agency group has been brought together, including representatives from the local HIV Treatment Service, Health Protection, and agencies 
working with individuals at higher risk of HIV. The group is chaired by Public Health and updates are provided to the Director of Public Health.

The Public Health England Field Epidemiology Service has completed an in-depth review of the data which has provided an indication of some of 
the factors associated with late diagnosis in Gloucestershire (such as route of infection, age profile, gender etc.). It is not possible to share the 
report details due to the low number of cases involved and the sensitivity of the data.

A number of actions are now being taken forward, including: an audit to identify any missed opportunities in the care of patients diagnosed ‘late’ to 
improve early identification; a pilot of Point of Care HIV Testing for a group of higher risk individuals who may not access mainstream services; and 
awareness raising with key stakeholders. These programmes are running alongside the existing GCC commissioned community HIV testing and 
outreach service which targets groups at higher risk of HIV. 

PrEP Impact Trial

In 2017, NHS England announced a three year implementation trial to provide a HIV prevention drug known as Pre Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP). 
Sexual health clinics across the country were allocated places on the trial for patients identified as being at high risk of HIV infection. 

Gloucestershire Sexual Health Services are participating in the trial, which is expected to complete in autumn 2020. The findings will inform 
national decisions about the future commissioning of PrEP.


